
 

Kenya 
July 3-5, 2019



Wednesday, 3 July
8:00 - 9:00  Worship 
9:00 - 9:30  Panel Discussion: Baptist Heritage 
    in Africa 
    Dr. Kevin Rodgers, Facilitator 
9:30 - 10:00 Gaining Traction** 
10:00 - 10:30 Tea Break 
10:30 - 11:00 Baptist Distinctives— 
    The Non-Negotiables 
    Rev. Kenneth Mbugua 
11:00 - 11:30 Gaining Traction 
11:30 - 12:00 Seminary and the Local Church 
    Rev. Misheck Zulu 
12:00 - 12:30 Gaining Traction 
12:30 - 2:00 Lunch 
2:00 - 2:30  Forward Motion— 
    Distribution of Documents 
2:30 - 3:00  Missio Dei as the Endvision 
    of Practical Theological Education 
    Dr. Godfrey Harold 
3:00 - 3:30  Gaining Traction 
3:30 - 4:00  Tea Break 
4:00 - 4:30  Regaining Our Theological Voice 
    Dr. Elizabeth Mburu 
4:30 - 5:00  Gaining Traction 
5:00 - 5:30  Responding to Socio-Cultural  
    Realities in Africa 
    Dr. Sylvain Alloboe 
5:30 - 6:00  Gaining Traction 
6:00 - 8:00  Supper 
8:00 - 9:00  Forward Motion—Q & A 
**Gaining Traction is a time for audience interaction.



 
   and his wife, Suzie, are from North Carolina in 

the U.S., but they have lived and served in Africa for 22 years. Kevin 
served in pastoral ministry in the U.S. prior to coming to Africa. He has 
worked as a church planter, seminary lecturer and mission leader across 

Central and Eastern Africa. Kevin holds a M.Div. from Mid-America Baptist 
Theological Seminary, and a Ph.D. in Missions from Southeastern Baptist 

Theological Seminary. He and Suzie have 3 children and live in Nairobi, Kenya.

Baptists have been working, growing and engaging in the missionary task in Africa for 
over 100 years. We are known for many things including getting the gospel to the masses, 
strengthening the local church and meeting human needs. More than anything, though, 
Baptists in Africa have been known for doctrinal integrity and being "people of the book." 
Our rich heritage spans the entire continent and is truly multi-cultural. This session will 
explore the history of Baptist work among various peoples and look at the important role 
that theological education has played (and is playing) to advance the Kingdom of God in 
every corner of the continent.

Panel Discussion: Baptist Heritage in Africa

Kevin Rodgers (PhD) 



 

Baptist Distinctives: e Non-Negotiables

In this talk we will embark on a mini survey of Congregationalism and Regenerate 
church membership. These two baptist distinctives define the line around the 
Baptist faith. We will look at the development of these doctrines in church history, 
argue their importance to the church in Africa and propose the path towards 
reclaiming these critical truths in our day.

      is the senior pastor of Emmanuel Baptist 
Church in Nairobi, Kenya and is a Council member of The 
Gospel Coalition Africa. He is the Managing Director of 
Ekklesia Africa which promotes biblical resources for 

building healthy churches. Kenneth is married to Arlette 
and they have two children, Eden Muthoni and Zion 

Mbugua.

Kenne Mbugua 



 

Seminary and e Local Church

God is at work in this world. He has invited (called) the church to participate in this 
work (His mission).  In order for the church to fulfill its calling it needs to have an 
adequate understanding of the world and be ready for this task. The seminary 
equips the church with theological education in order to effectively engage the 
world with God’s redemptive message (gospel). This is a world that is struggling 
with lostness, injustice, sickness and disease, hunger and poverty, corruption, crime, 
Neo-Pentecostalism, African Traditional Religions and other cultic religions.

is a PhD candidate in World Christianity at the Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas. He has a Masters degree in 
Practical Theology from the University of Pretoria, RSA (Cape Town Baptist 
Seminary) 2000, and BTh degree from the Baptist Theological Seminary of 
Zambia, Lusaka. Rev. Zulu is the pastor of the International Baptist Church, 
Lusaka and has served on the faculty of the Baptist Theological Seminary of 

Zambia since 1995. He has held various leadership roles on boards including the 
Baptist World Alliance, All Africa Baptist Fellowship, Lusaka Baptist Fellowship 

Churches Association, Baptist Fellowship of Zambia, Evangelical Fellowship of Zambia, 
Evangelical University (Formerly TCCA), True Love Waits Zambia, Help for Hope Zambia, 

Navigator Zambia, and also the Zambian Baptist Historical Society.

Misheck Zulu 



 

           is a Senior Academic at 
Cape Town Baptist Seminary and Distinguished Fellow and Professor of 
Christian Heritage at BH Carol Theological Seminary (USA). 
He serves as the Executive Editor of The South African Baptist Journal of 
Theology and on the editorial boards of other theological journals. 

Godfrey has published over 20 theological articles in peer-reviewed and 
accredited journals nationally and internationally. He is the present 

chairperson of The Western Province Baptist Association, a fellowship of over 
130 Baptist Churches. Godfrey is also the Associate Minister at Athlone Baptist Church, Cape 
Town. He holds two earned doctorates and is presently writing for his third on the subject of the 
missio Dei. Godfrey is married to Patricia and has one daughter Odelle Amy.

Missio Dei as e Endvision of Practical eological Education

This study is an exploration on the praxis of teaching of mission at theological seminaries with regards to its 
engagement in the missio Dei as the endvision of practical education/theology and community engagement. 
The understanding that the mission of the church is evangelism with the focus on the “saving of a person’s 
soul” is the Gospel, can be traced to the conservative theological influence that viewed social engagement 
as an activity that is inextricably linked to the loss of sound doctrine, spiritual dynamism, and a watering 
down of the gospel (Hack, 1993). This study seeks for an understanding of the missio Dei in light of a 
missional hermeneutical reading of the Bible and praxis. The church is an instrument used by God to bring 
about well-being to the world through proclamation and practise. The bringing out of wellbeing to humanity 
calls for an understanding of justice and compassion through an understanding of the missio Dei as the 
endvision of theological education that is practical and relevant to the African context is the focus of this 
approach. 

Godfrey Harold (D, PhD, PhD [can])



 

       is the Langham Literature regional 
coordinator for Africa. She also serves as an adjunct associate professor of New 
Testament and Greek at International Leadership University, Africa International 
University, and Pan Africa Christian University. She pursued her doctoral studies 
at Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary in Wake Forest, North Carolina, 
USA. Currently she teaches Greek, New Testament Studies, Hermeneutics and 

Worldview Studies. She is also actively involved in research and publishing in the 
same areas and is particularly interested in developing intercultural models in 

Hermeneutics. She serves on the editorial teams of the Africa Bible Commentary and 
the Africa Society for Evangelical Theology. She is a curriculum evaluator for the Association of Christian 
Theological Education in Africa (ACTEA). She is married to Caxton and they have three adult children.

Regaining our eological Voice

To regain our theological voice is to suggest that we had something, perhaps lost it, and are now attempting 
to recover it. This paper will briefly trace the influence of early African believers on Christian theology and 
demonstrate how their contributions had a tremendous impact on the direction the Church has taken. 
However, in spite of this background, the health of the African church continues to be hindered by systemic 
problems that “silence” the African voice. The solution to recovering the African theological voice lies in  
redefining the African believer’s identity. An understanding of Jesus’ identity provides us with a mirror that 
allows us to reshape our own identity as African Christians. We redefine our identity by not ignoring who we 
are as African Christians and by celebrating the diversity we bring to the global Church. Positive lessons 
about identity that will be uncovered from the presentation of Jesus in the Gospel of Mark include 
integrating our culture, interrogating our African worldview, exploiting our practical orientation and 
engaging the community in our theological work. Examples from scholars who have succeeded in one or 
more of these aspects will be provided.

Prof. Elizabe Mburu (PhD)



 

       is currently lecturer and Director of West 
African Baptist Advanced School of Theology (WABAST) / Ecole 
Supérieure Baptiste de Théologie de l’Afrique de l’Ouest (ESBTAO), 
pastor at International Baptist Chapel of Lomé (IBCL) / Chapelle 
Inernational Baptste de Lomé (CIBL). After an engineering degree from 
University and six years working as professional in Benin, he went for 

theological study and obtained a Bth from WABAST/ESBTAO, a MA in 
Theology from FATEAC in Abidjan, a Postgraduate Certificate in Theological 

Education from Belfast Bible College in NI and a PhD in theology from South 
African Theological Seminary (SATS). He is married to Sabine and they have five children.

Responding to Socio-Cultural Realties in Africa

The question has been always raised about the quality of Christianity in Africa and the relevance of African 
and non-African scholars’ contributions in shaping a sound, solid and authentic Christianity on the continent. 
Meeting African realities is at stake and proposals are made to reach that goal. Yet there are unavoidable 
facts that must be taken in account in order to succeed in our endeavors to meet African realities through 
theologizing and theological education. This is what we try to raise in this presentation. If, as theologians 
and educators, we are to meet African realities through an African theology, what should be the norms, the 
authority, the content, the method and the themes of this theology? The assessment grid for such theology 
would be the following: Does this theology make Africans encounter Christ the Lord and Savior according to 
the gospel from the Holy and Inspired Word of God, so that in welcoming him they experiment in him 
restoration in their socio-cultural situation, and become agent of restoration in their socio-cultural context? 

Sylvain Alloboe (PhD)



ursday, 4 July
8:00 - 9:00  Worship 
9:00 - 9:30  AB316 Report 
    Dr. Phil Barnes 
9:30 - 10:00 ABTEN Steering Committee Report 
10:00 - 10:30 Tea Break 
10:30 - 11:00 Diversified Missional 
    Theological Education 
    Rev. Jacob Kasule 
11:00 - 11:30 Gaining Traction 
11:30 - 12:00 Academic Integrity in African Context 
    Moses Audi 
12:00 - 12:30 Gaining Traction 
12:30 - 2:00 Lunch 
2:00 - 5:00  Forward Motion— 
    Networking & Resourcing** 
5:00 - 6:00  Forward Motion—Q & A 
6:00 - 8:00  Supper 

**The Networking & Resourcing Fair is located in Turner Hall, 
the hexagonal building across the drive behind Clark Chapel.  
During the meeting various information and resources will be  
available from our partners. 



 
     is married to Laura, and they have two boys – 
Daniel and Jonathan. Between the four of them, the Barnes family has 
lived in ten countries on four continents. Phil was born in the US state of 
Texas but was raised in the state of Tennessee. He completed his Masters 

and PhD at The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, 
Kentucky. Phil’s passion is to see African believers leading the way in terms 

of theological dialogue and missions engagement.

AB316

AB316 is a group of Baptist pastors, missionaries, and theologians in Africa concerned with 
protecting the integrity of the Gospel. We research and address aberrant doctrine. The two main 
(and overlapping) groups which we are currently researching and addressing are Neo-
Pentecostalism and the Prosperity Gospel. We also study how these false doctrines impact the 
evangelical faith and seek a response to these new emphases in Christianity. We will undertake 
publications and multi-media materials to equip Christians with biblical truth and to defend the 
evangelical faith.

Phil Barnes (PhD)



    has been teaching and training pastors and church 
leaders since 2011. He holds a Master of Theological Studies from 
Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary in Wake Forest, North 
Carolina, USA. He is the Bible School Director under East African 
Outreach – Macedonian Call Inc. an organization that seeks to reach 

pastors and church leaders who may not academically qualify to attend 
formal training at the seminaries, but who need theological training 

nonetheless. Currently he is an adjunct lecturer of New Testament Greek, 
Church History, Hermeneutics, and Quasi-Christian Religions at Uganda Baptist Seminary, Jinja. 
Jacob is the Senior Pastor of Acacia Community Baptist Church, Jinja and speaks at conferences 
and seminars from time to time.

Diversied Missional eological Education

There are different approaches to theological education from doctoral level, residential seminaries 
all the way down to local, vernacular, grassroots bible school approaches. In order to have strong 
and biblical churches, every minister called by God needs to be equipped with a contextualized 
theology in their social-cultural context irrespective of their educational background. For the 
church to be missional, its theology must be strong, and for that strength to be gained, theological 
education must be offered to all, and at all levels.

Jacob Kasule (MTS)



    is an ordained minister of the gospel, an 
Associate Professor of Theology, and also specializes in Missions and 
World Christianity. His other areas of interest includes Christian 
philosophy, research and education. He is currently appointed as 
President of Baptist Theological Seminary, Kaduna where he previously 

served as Coordinator of Post-Graduate Studies and Director of Academic 
Affairs. In the past, Dr. Audi also served in the Faculty of The Nigerian 

Baptist Theological Seminary, Ogbomoso as HOD Theology, Chaplain, Program 
Coordinator, and editor of OJOT. He further served the Nigerian Baptist Convention as pastor and 
missionary in Nigeria, Ghana and Mali.

Academic Integrity in African Context
Academic integrity is a great concern in Africa. It is often compromised by various forms of dishonesty. Most 
critical factors responsible for academic dishonesty include: giving of attention to ‘success’ and financial gain 
over-against acquisition of skill and competence; inadequate exposure of students to standard academic 
practice; ill-prepared teaching; cultural definition of honesty; careless approaches to research; and, 
compromise in regards to entry requirements. These same factors affect the response to expressions of 
academic dishonesty as well. Taking certain measures such as: identify the causative factors in each setting 
and consciously provide an appropriate response to it; adopting effective teaching-learning approaches; 
engaging adequately-prepared research teachers; uphold standards of entry requirements in schools; give 
attention to the spiritual state of the students; thorough supervision of students; and, adopting or 
developing effective IT technique; will enable theological institutions to produce graduates with academic 
integrity. Any action that will build skill and confidence of the student will encourage academic integrity in 
the schools.

Moses Audi (PhD)
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Friday, 5 July
8:00 - 9:00  Worship 
9:00 - 10:00 Momentum in ABTEN and the 
    Power of Theological Education 
    Dr. Kevin Rodgers 
10:00 - 10:30 Tea Break 
10:30- 12:30 Business Meeting 
    Adoption of Documents 
    Election of Steering Committee 

12:30 - 2:00 Lunch 
2:00 - 2:30  Forward Motion 
2:30 - 3:30  Regional Meetings 
3:30 - 4:00  Tea Break 
4:00 - 5:00  Regional Meetings 
5:00 - 6:00  Worship in Culture 
6:00 - 8:00  Supper

Important Information
• If you have any concerns with your accommodations, please 

contact Rachel at Brackenhurst Reception. 
• Prior to the closing session on Friday, please note your 

departure time as posted. 
• For conference guests who have early departures, a boxed 

breakfast will be available at Muna Tree Cafe.  
• Special thanks to our partners:

ACTEA 
ACTS Books 

Central Africa Bible College & Seminary 
Ekklesia Afrika 

ELEAF 
International Mission Board, SBC 

Langham Literature 
LifeWay Christian Resources

Mid-America Baptist Theological Seminary 
Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary 
Oxford Center for Religion and Public Life 

Reaching and Teaching International 
Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary 

World Hope Ministries International


